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From the Left Seat

Col Joel Perkins, Airbase Georgia Leader
As we near the end of the year and the close of our airshow season,
we have much to be thankful for. I am thankful for each of you. I am
thankful for the skill and talent each of you selflessly give to our
organization. I am thankful for your friendship. I am thankful for
my incredible staff for their tireless dedication to our mission and
helping us to evolve to meet new challenges and thrive in an everchanging environment. I am thankful for counsel and guidance I receive from my staff and trusted
advisors as I make decisions that impact the organization. I am thankful for the trust you have
placed in me to lead Airbase Georgia and I hope that I am honoring that trust. I am thankful for
our CAF family.
As the holiday season starts and you gather with your family, please take a moment to remember
those we lost this year and their families. Pray for their peace and comfort as they struggle with
these immeasurable losses. Take special note of what you’re thankful for and be sure to tell your
loved ones how much they mean to you. !

Ways to support the families of those
killed in the Wings Over Dallas accident:
The International Council of Air Shows (ICAS) Foundation,*
in association with the Commemorative Air Force, is
accepting donations for the families of those involved in the
accident.
To
donate,
please
go
to:
https://airshowfoundation.org/support/, select “Donation
in honor of memory of an individual” and t\enter “CAF” as
the “Name of Memorialized.” 100% of the money collected
through this effort will be provided to the families as
emergency funding, with all received funds being split
amongst those families impactred.
*The ICAS Foundation is a 501(c)(3) charitable organization and follows all IRS guidelines.
Although most donations made to the ICAS Foundation are tax deductible, please consult with
your tax adviser to confirm the deductibility of your contribution. EIN: 38-2885-409.
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The Commemorative Air Force and the Warbird Community in general
suffered a terrible blow with the collision of two CAF aircraft at the Wings
Over Dallas Airshow on Saturday, November 12, 2022. Overshadowing the
loss of a rare P-63 and a B-17 was the death of six experienced, dedicated, and
veteran CAF Cols.
Terry Michael Barker, 67, of Keller, TX, had served in the United States Army as a
Huey and Cobra Pilot from 1975 to 1978. He obtained his fixed-wing pilot’s license
during his time in the Army. Terry was a top rated pilot for well over 40 years. He
retired from a successful career with American Airlines where he was a Check Airman
on the Fokker 100, Airbus A300, and the Boeing 777. Terry was the Maintenance Officer
for the Gulf Coast Wing of the CAF.

Craig Hutain (Pilot of the P-63) started flying at the age of ten. While in college he
became a flight instructor, later working for United Airlines for 37 years, eventually as
a Captain. Craig started flying with the CAF in 2009 and was the executive officer for
the Tora Tora Tora air show. Over his lifetime he had over 34,500 hours of flight time
in over 100 types of aircraft.
Kevin “K5” Michels, 53, Austin, TX. Kevin was an avid
crewmember of Texas Raiders. His facebook page has a thirty-minute video of him
giving a tour of both the outside and the inside of Texas Raiders.

Dan Ragan, 89, of Dallas, TX served as a naval aviator, flying missions over the Pacific
Ocean, the Straits of Taiwan, and countries surrounding China. Dan reportedly served
on this specific B-17 back in 1955 when it was part of a Navy unit.
Leonard “Len” Root, 66, Fort Worth, TX. Len got his pilot’s
license when he was 16 years old and went on to get his aviation degree from Hesston
College in Kansas. Working his way to becoming a flight instructor, at 30 he started
working for American Airlines, eventually working as a Captain. A long time member
of the CAF, he flew the B-17 for about 30 years.

Curtis “Curt” Rowe, 64, of Hilliard, OH served for more than 30 years with the Ohio
Wing of the Civil Air Patrol, volunteering to be a crewmember on the B-17. In his time
with the Civil Air Patrol (CAP) he served in a number of positions, including Safety
Officer, Operations Officer, and the latest: CAP Ohio Wing Maintenance Officer. !
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CAF Airbase Georgia - 2022
Unit Staff Election Results
Congratulations to the Winners of the 2022 Airbase Georgia Staff
Election, as follows:
Executive Officer – Col Gerhard Frenz
Operations Officer – Col John Currenti
Adjutant - Col Clint Cottrell
Maintenance Officer - Col Randy Hawkins
We sincerely thank all candidates who ran for office. Your
willingness to serve is greatly appreciated by the entire
membership.
This concludes the 2022 Airbase Georgia staff election process.
The Election Committee: Col Yvonne Haley Col Jim van den Heuvel, Col Bob Grove,
Col Charles Burcher, and Col Jim van den Heuvel.

Cols Yvonne Haley, Jim van den
Heuvel, and Tom Walsh wait for ballots
to be cast.
Photo by Col Charles Burcher. !
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EDUCATION OFFICER
Col Jane Simpson
As

the holidays and the end of the year get ever closer (and the
temperatures drop!), it is a good time to reflect on past successes and to
dream of ways to improve next year. While I don’t have the numbers or
statistics to give you, from my perspective, I have seen increasing
excitement around the hangar. Beyond rides and maintenance, members
are designing and implementing techniques to increase Airbase Georgia’s
visibility in the community and region. Our members report seeing larger
numbers of young folks and children at our tables – that is awesome!
And lastly, we are already working on ideas to make our WWII Heritage Days even better next year.
In this spirit, I have presented a proposal to Staff and to the General Membership to implement
training workshops so members can learn how to perform common tasks to support Airbase
Georgia. Please note: A survey will be sent to members soon with a list of tasks for possible
workshops. In order to make this a successful venture, it is SO IMPORTANT that you let me know
what workshops you are most interested in attending. Each workshop will take a fair amount of
organization, so we will start with a small number (4-5) to gauge value. When you receive the
survey, please only select workshops that you plan to attend if offered; if you cannot assist in this
manner, then it is not necessary to complete the survey. (I hope this makes sense…!) My hope is
that all members will learn the most basic tasks that keep our mission going, and that we will see
more members at Airbase Georgia making it a REALITY!
If you have questions, please contact jane.simpson@airbasegeorgia.org .

!

WANTED – RIDES COORDINATOR/RIDES OFFICER
Airbase Georgia is soliciting its members for a candidate interested in becoming Rides
Coordinator/Rides Officer. Those interested must be comfortable speaking with the public,
have good organization skills and communication skills that include email, texting, and phone
calling. He or she will work to coordinate with the Airbase Georgia staff and volunteers and
should be comfortable in using Microsoft Excel, Word, and Outlook. The person selected will
begin a transition period immediately and will be prepared to assume the responsibilities and
duties in June 2023. All those interested should contact Jim Stearns at 678-644-5778 or
email james.stearns@airbasegeorgia.org by December 17, 2022.
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Education (cont.)

HISTORY HIGHLIGHT – VOL. 1, ART. 11
HAND CRANK FIELD GENERATOR FOR RADIO COMMUNICATIONS – ERIE ELECTRIC MFG
CORP

Please ignore the bomb behind this young man but
note instead the device he is operating. It is a
hand-cranked field generator that was used to
provide power to radios. Ours still works! This
WWII Heritage Days visitor is seated and
operating the crank, which then powered a light
and a voltameter. It was a hit with our young
visitors AND taught them a lesson about early
radio communications.

This hand-crank field generator is a prime example of artifacts in dire need of identification and historical
context. From the identification plate on the item, we know it is the “Generator G-5 B/TMQ-2” from Erie
Electric Manufacturing Corporation, in Erie, Pennsylvania. From the voltage generated, it most likely
provided power to a radio, which we may have in our collection. It is important to note that this generator
was housed in a trunk, and we have two similar trunks with a field filing cabinet and a field desk. However,
in order to “get this issue to press,” I was unable to locate any information with a simple search on the
internet (other than a number of these generators for sale). A display with the generator, desk, and filing
cabinet would be an interesting exhibit for the museum annex, but more research is needed! I hope everyone
considers how he/she can help with this valuable goal. !
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Rides Update
Col James Sterns - Rides Coordinator
November saw the Rides Crew split between two competing events. On the 4

th

and 5th some of our crew were standing by while having to endure an airshow by
the U.S. Navy’s Blue Angels. Glad to say they were not too bored because they
were busy selling rides. Thanks Hoofer, Yvonne Haley and all the rest for your
time and representing Airbase Georgia.
Meanwhile, other Rides Crew members were toughing it out in Cullman, AL for
their Veteran’s Day celebration. We were not alone! The Gulf Coast Wing arrived in their Texas Raiders B17. CAF ABG volunteers: Jim Stearns, Ellen Stearns, Wes Stowers, Andy Cash, Casey Roszell, Chris
Madrid, Cindy Madrid.
Despite the weather, we managed to accommodate a media ride in “Red Nose,” and Texas Raiders
managed to get a ride in before the weather shut us down.
February 18th, there will be “rides training” for all current Rides Crew members and those interested in
becoming part of the “Rides Crew.”
This training will be all day beginning in the large meeting room, a break for lunch, then back at it for
hands on training with our rides aircraft. If you are interested, please notify any current Rides Crew
member, or contact the Rides Coordinator, James (Jim) Stearns at this email; rides@airbasegeorgia.org
Remember, members get a 20% discount for one ride per year at the airbase!

Rain did not dampen interest in seeing Texas Raiders up close.

!

November 2022
Rides (cont.)

It was a wet day indeed, but Col
Casey Roszell and the girls didn’t
seem to mind. !
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PT-19 Corner

Col Tom Thompson
We’ve

got great momentum built up in our progress to
return the PT-19 to flight. The team has completed all the
repair and wood preparation work on the wings. They are
currently being recovered with a light fabric and estimated
to be complete by the end of November. The wing center
section will be next as well as the fuselage. Within the
fuselage the worn canvas parts have been replicated and are
being installed.

The horizontal stabilizer needs to be re-skinned with wood,
and we recently received our order with the proper materials. Thanks to the Stearman crew we’ve also
kept up the pace with repair and recovering of the control surfaces. As you can see there are several
sub-projects going on at the same time, so my thanks to all who are independently getting the work
done.
It has been suggested that we
develop a new design for hats and
t-shirts as we re-introduce our
completed aircraft to the public.
We will emphasize our discovery
of its Tuskegee Airmen and WASP
roots. If someone would like to
take on this portion of design and
marketing the PT-19 we could use
the help. Please contact me at
heyload141@gmail.com.

Cols Steve Barnshaw, Tom Thompson, Gilbert Wheeler, Ray Yates, Dennis Beach, and John Miller stretch the
fabric to cover the wing of the PT-19. Afterwards, Col Thompson (photo at top) uses an iron to shrink the
polyester fabric to remove any wrinkles. !
Photos by Col Charles Burcher.
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Stearman Update
Col Jeff Clark

Geoff Lelliott works on the Stearman.

Page 11

November 2022

Airbase Georgia Dispatch

Page 12

Scenes From The Hangar
Photos by Col Charles Burcher

Early November had the Airbase host the P-51C of the CAF Red Tail Squadron, and what better
time than to get a group shot of Cols with these two magnificent aircraft. !
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A special viewing of “Devotion” will be held for CAF Airbase
Georgia members at NGC Cinema, December 3 at 1pm. $20 ticket
price includes popcorn and drink.
https://buytickets.at/commemorativeairforceairbasegeorgia/804846
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ON THE HORIZON ......
December 3, 2022

Special showing of the movie “Devotion”

December 11, 2022

Airbase Georgia Christmas Dinner

January 7, 2023

Staff & Members Meeetings

February 4, 2023

Staff & Members Meetings

February 18, 2023

Rides Crew training

PLANE CRAZY
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