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Education through living history.

Keep 'em flying.

Welcome, New Cols
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LawDalton@aol.com
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sforsyth106@gmail.com
Marketing Officer
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Aircraft Rides Officer
Col Steve Hoofnagle
rides@airbasegeorgia.org

For the second month five new Cols were sworn in. Above is Gordon
Musick, Stan Musick’s father. Gordon flew in with Stan the day of the
meeting. Gordon is sworn in by Recruiting Officer Col James Dalton. Photos
of other new Cols on page 3.
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From the Left Seat

Col Joel Perkins, Airbase Georgia Leader
FIRST 100 DAYS

I have found that most new leaders will celebrate
the points of their agenda that have been
accomplished in their first 100 days. I think that
what these leaders forget is they are but only a
fraction of the ideas, innovation, skills,
dedication, heart, passion, and determination of
any organization. I prefer not to say I or me
simply because those two words are limited. I
prefer to say we, us, and ours. You can just feel the
power.
You see, I can have an idea about a new museum
or restoring a vintage aircraft, but there is no
strength in I. There must be a WE can build a
museum; WE can restore a Stearman and a P-47.
I can tell a friend or family member about Airbase
Georgia, but WE can build a first-class
organization that touts some of the most iconic
aircraft and artifacts of the era to excite the
community and draw them to us to hear not
only the incredible stories about the machines,
but more importantly about the people.

these aircraft and
their stories in a
manner that actively
engages the public so
that those brave men
and women will never be forgotten.
I am not going to list all the incredible
accomplishments all our members have achieved
in the first 100 days of this new administration. I
challenge you to come to Airbase Georgia and see
for yourself. I challenge you to not sit on the
sidelines and only grace the doors once a month
for a membership meeting. I challenge you to
become an active part in protecting and
preserving the story of those who served.
Get involved in your Airbase Georgia.
“You make a living by what you get. You make a life
by what you give.” ~Winston Churchill
“Volunteers are the only human beings on the face of
the earth who reflect this nation’s compassion,
unselfish caring, patience, and just plain loving one
another.” ~Erma Bombeck !

Sadly, as time marches on the ability to capture
the personal stories of these men and women are
rapidly fading and it is our mission to preserve

Facility Rentals
Col Dave Riesselmann
Thanks to Dave Richardson, Art Martin, and Laura Donovan and her
daughter Autumn for their help managing parking at our dual rental events
on March 26th. Jerry Robinette and Don Burgess also helped supervise.
And, of course, thanks to the Hangar Rats for their efforts before and after
the event.
I recently processed inquiries that should take our facility rental revenue over $30,000 for the year. Such a
quantity should be sufficient to fund a full set of spark plugs for an r-2800 or, perhaps, a new mixture knob
for our P-47 restoration. (Okay, that may be inaccurate, but the $30,000 is for real)
The schedule for May includes a daytime event on May 14th for the pilots of Delta Air Lines and a
wedding reception for the son of our own Steve Hoofnagle on May 21st. Please consider if you can spare
time to help and contact me at facilityrentals@airbasegeorgia.org !

April 2022

Airbase Georgia Dispatch

Page 3

Cols Sworn In At April Meeting

David Mull, retired Air Force, is involved in
CAP and is a CFI from Perry, GA.

Roy Handler recently retired from Delta is
already working on the P-63.

Rick Day 12 years in USAF, wife is a pilot
and son on active duty with USAF.

Scott Ducker is at PDK. Mo sent him down,
flew his own airplane into meeting and is an
aircraft sales professional.

Recruiting, retention and assimilation are the
key to a successful volunteer organization.
Col James Dalton, Recruiting Officer
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EDUCATION OFFICER
Col Jane Simpson
I hope everyone is enjoying this cool Spring!

It’s a great time for flying and
airshows, but on your rainy days, how about a little museum or restoration
time? If you haven’t been out to the hangar lately, the progress on our PT-17
Kaydet (Stearman) is incredible. (I hope you are following the restoration on
our social media.) Once built, our airplanes are great for airshows and rides,
but while they are in the state of restoration, they are marvelous educational
opportunities! And ALL of our CAF members (as we are constantly reminded
by Col Dalton) are recruiters and promoters of our mission.

If you know of student groups (K-12 and beyond) who might be interested in seeing our progress then let
me know and we can arrange a special tour. Likewise, if you have aviation-minded friends who want to
learn more and become members, bring them by! We are working with Kennesaw State University to
develop digital means to capture all the wonderful things we have to offer our community, but there is
nothing better than an enthusiastic CAF member to raise awareness. BE A MOTIVATOR, NOT JUST A
SPECTATOR! If you have any comments or questions, contact me at

jane.simpson@airbasegeorgia.org.

You too can be this happy! Let’s all learn together.
Photo courtesy of Col Mike Wewers.

!
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Education Officer (cont.)

HISTORY HIGHLIGHT - VOL. 1,
ART. 6
WWII Eagle Squadron

The first squadron of US pilots (No. 71) was
assembled in late 1940 and was dubbed the Eagle
Squadron. Eventually two other Eagle Squadrons
were formed (Nos. 121 and 133).

Eagle Squadron No. 71 - March 1941
Courtesy of American Air Museum in Britain.

Prior to America’s entry into the Second World
War, many U.S. citizens wanted to fight against
the Axis powers. But to do so would require that
individual to relinquish his citizenship as U.S.
Citizens were not permitted to join foreign armed
services. Nonetheless, some American pilots living
in Britain, and others who joined the Royal Air
Force (RAF) via Canada were a welcome relief for
British pilots who had experienced fierce fighting
in the Battle of Britain.

By the time the United States entered the war in
1941, around 250 men had been “secretly”
assimilated into fighting alongside the RAF in one
of the three Eagle Squadrons. These American
pilots flew the British Spitfires and contributed
greatly to the defense of Great Britain. The pilots
were officially transferred to the 4th Fighter Group
of the U.S. Army Air Corps in September 1942.

!
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Education Officer (cont.)

While reviewing our inventory, we noted a
uniform in excellent condition and brought it
inside for display. It was noted that it was a bit
unusual as it displayed both the RAF patch along
with the U.S. insignia.

If this uniform is authentic, it seems it would
display the 4th Fighter Group symbol, but I have
found at least one photo that shows a pilot with
the Army Air Corps patch instead:

General Dwight D. Eisenhower awarding the
Distinguished Service Cross to Dominic
Salvatore Gentile and Donald Blakeslee
The date on the inside pocket is December 1, 1942.
We are uncertain if the pin on the shoulder and the
ribbons are original with this uniform, but that is
the way we found it.

U.S. Army Air Forces, Public domain, via
Wikimedia Commons
If you have any other information on this uniform,
please let me know. Even if it is not authentic, it
can still serve as a wonderful teaching tool for the
history of WWII and the bravery of our American
pilots!
Sources:
www.rafmuseum.org.uk – “Eagle
Squadrons”
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Stearman
Update

Col Jeff Clark
Work

on the Stearman project continues to progress.
Many of the cockpit fittings have been installed
including the rudders, elevator, elevator trim and new
Red Line brake cylinders. The seat rails have been
mounted, and work is underway to ready the seats for
installation.
We are nearing the point where we can start wiring some
of the electrical systems. An electric control panel has
been fabricated for installation on the right side of the rear cockpit. This panel will contain circuit breakers,
ammeter/voltmeter, master switch, and switches to control the avionics and lighting. It will also contain a
variety of power outlets (USB-A, USB-C, 12V cigarette lighter) to allow pilots to charge iPads and personal
GPS units while flying.
Additionally, drainage holes have installed in the horizonal stabilizer, a new firewall is being fabricated, and
repair and reconditioning of wood in the center section is nearing completion. Now that the PT-19 wings
have left our shop, we will begin inspecting and making any necessary repairs to the top and bottom wings.
If you are interested in helping with this restoration, stop by the hangar on Saturday and introduce yourself
to the team. Or, reach out to Jeff Clark, project manager, at jeff.clark@airbasegeorgia.org. !
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Rides Update
Col James Sterns - Rides Coordinator
This month kicked off the first off-base Rides event for 2022. Airbase Georgia was
invited to Gilmer County Airport, Ellijay, GA for their first Georgia Mountains
Warbirds Weekend. Those attending on Friday night were treated to a fly-by of
some of our famous warbirds, our SBD Dauntless and our T-6 Mosquito and
friends, including the Nakajima Kate, a Waco and our leader’s SNJ. After a
spectacular arrival, the guests enjoyed a 1940’s themed dinner-dance with live
music and great food catered by Emily’s, a local restaurant known for their good
food and hospitality.
Saturday morning started with clear skies and chilly weather. That did not dissuade any riders though.
Before the day would be done, Airbase Georgia put many smiles on faces of riders, veterans, spectators,
and new T-shirt owners as well. Airbase Georgia’s team put together nine rides all together, five in the T-6
and four in the SBD. One SBD rider was a very spry and agile 95-year-old Marine Corp veteran and
aviator.

After the last ride, all aircraft and volunteers returned to base and home. A great off-base start to 2022.
Special thanks to the pilots, Joel Perkins, Peter Hague, Jeff Clark, Clint Cottrell, and Wes Stowers. Special
thanks to the ground crew - Tom Walsh. Planes and pilots are great, but the ground crews make the magic
happen. Thanks to our members, Chris Madrid and Angela Decker who coordinated the weekend events
making sure it would be a success. Finally, the Rides crew, I thank each of them: Robyn Rozenzweig,
Heather Johnson, Dave Richardson, and Ellen Stearns for a great job, selling nine rides, a bunch of T-shirts
and hats, and keeping everyone hydrated and fed.

!
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Rides Update (cont.)

April continues to look busy with more rides scheduled to take place at our Airbase, fingers crossed for
some nice spring weather.
Don’t forget, Airbase Georgia members enjoy a 20% discount on one ride per year. Please contact us
at rides@airbasegeorgia.org to schedule your ride. Remember we’re all volunteers so we request at
least five business days advance notice.
James Stearns,Airbase Georgia, Rides Coordinator

james.stearns@airbasegeorgia.org !
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Rides Update (cont.)

One of the riders at Ellijay was Mike Alonzo. Mike is 95 years old and was in the service at the end of
WW2. He went on to be a flight instructor and fly 88 different types of aircraft, but he had never flown the
SBD. Pictured is Mike with pilot Col Jeff Clark. Mike sent an email following the flight: “ …Thank you so
much. Enjoyed our brief meeting and the flight with Jeff. Everyone was so nice, it was one of the most enjoyable days
of my long life. Thanks again to you and Jeff.”
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Scenes From The Hangar
Cols Jim Arnold, Larry Greer, John Miller, Robert Karger & Roy Handler install the prop on the P-63.
Photos by Col Charles Burcher.
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Our

friends at the National Museum of the Mighty Eighth Air Force are honoring and
remembering the 26,000 airmen of the Eighth Air Force in World War II who never returned home
with Flags for the Fallen: 26,000 flags | One Mission.
This unique memorial flag garden of remembrance includes a 48-star American flag for each of the
26,000 men lost. The men of the Eighth in WWII served, and many are buried, under this flag.
The public is invited to experience the garden beginning Thursday, May 26 through Monday, May
30, Memorial Day.
The mission of the National Museum of the Mighty Eighth Air Force is to preserve and share the
stories of the heroes of the Eighth; each of these flags represents a hero who made the ultimate
sacrifice.
To see the full details of how you can participate, plus an inspiring video, go to:

https://www.mightyeighth.org/flagsforthefallen
Be sure to share this information on your social media sites.
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ON THE HORIZON ......
May 4, 2022 (Columbus, GA) - AirPower Tour B-29 FIFI and B-24 Diamond Lil. Contact Bill
Bateman for CAF Airbase Georgia bus tour details, bbate1@comcast.net
May 7, 2022 Staff & Members Meetings; Georgia Wings and Wheels, Calhoun, GA
May 14, 2022 PDK Good Neighbor Day
May 20-22, 2022 (Macon, GA) - CAF Gulf Coast B-17 Texas Raiders with Museum of Aviation.
May 26-30, 2022 (Savannah, GA) - CAF Gulf Coast B-17 Texas Raiders with National Museum of the
Mighty Eighth Air Force.
May 31-June 2 (Douglas, GA) - CAF Gulf Coast B-17 Texas Raiders with WWII Flight Training
Museum.
June 4, 2022 Staff & Members Meetings
July 9, 2022 CAF Airbase Georgia Member Appreciation Picnic
October 8, 2022 WWII HERITAGE DAY
November 8, 2022 Peachtree City, Atlanta Air Show

Just as a real Mustang would need to be rubbed
down after a long journey, Col Tom Walsh does
the same for our Mustang after returning from
appearing in an airshow.

Photo: Col Charles Burcher

