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Education through living history.

Keep 'em flying.

From the Left Seat
Col Jim Buckley, Airbase Georgia Leader

Joining the Bomber Tour at Janesville WI turned out

to
be a very successful endeavor. The SBD and Red Nose
completed 26 rides before ferrying to Oshkosh. Weather,
as always, was a limiting factor for Fond du Lac rides.
Again, 26 were completed. It was great to see all our regulars there after our forced
absence in 2020. Noticeably missing were our international customers being held
out by Covid restrictions. Our two FNG's, Tom Walsh and Jim Stearns did an
outstanding job. Thanks to everyone who participated.
We did have a nice five plane event planned for the 20th and 21sd., but the Georgia
Mountain Warbird Weekend cancelled due to an outbreak of Covid in the Chamber
staff. We have added the Stuart FL airshow to our calendar with the SBD on Nov.
12-14. Lots of paid rides to do, but we keep postponing them; rain and heat are hard
to beat this time of year.
We did manage to balance the props on the SBD, P-51 and the LT-6. The Corsair
annual is progressing nicely. Lots of rides and training in the T-34. The PT-19
tailwheel repairs are still in progress.
On a sadder note, I've been informed of the passing of Col John Basch. John recently
had a cancerous lung removed, but sadly, never fully recovered. !
Blue Skies.
Jim Buckley
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Facility Rentals
Col Dave Riesselmann
Rental

events are finally returning to our
schedule, with a wedding reception in the
hangar on September 18th. The day prior will
require moving aircraft out of the hangar,
cleaning the floor, and hauling out tables and
chairs - in other words, MANPOWER! This is an
excellent opportunity to pitch in and, for new
members especially, to get acquainted with your
fellow colonels.
Some colonels may be accustomed to using the
hand-written calendar in the Facility Rental
binder to book space or determine availability.
The hand-written calendar no longer exists and
coordination for any rental event requires
contact with me. If you can’t hunt me down at
the hangar I can be reached at the following:

facilityrentals@airbasegeorgia.org.
Keep that email address in mind so you can refer
interested parties you may encounter. Rental
inquiries can also go through a template located
on the unit’s website.

Finally, I am seeking a colonel to act as an official
assistant to cover when I may be unavailable and
eventually to take over as the Facility Rentals
officer. I volunteered for this position when I had
been a member for only a year and a half and it
has proven to be an effective way to get involved
in Airbase Georgia activities in general. !
Dave Riesselmann
770-990-3643
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Rides Update
Col Steve Hoofnagle
Rides Officer

We had mixed success in July and August.
We sent the SBD and P-51 to both Janesville, WI
and then on to EAA’s AirVenture in Oshkosh.
We sold the same number of Rides at both events
(26). However, the Oshkosh event was a full
week vs. just the weekend at Janesville. Part of
the problem was that our fancy Rides tent that we
use to attract potential Rides clients was stolen on
Tuesday night and we did not recover it until late
Thursday. This essentially caused us to miss
about 2 days of Rides with only 2 on Thursday
and 0 on Friday. They culprits had to return the
tent because we advertised on social media that it
was missing and we had a retired police chief and
a retired DEA Agent on the case! Once the tent
was back and folks could see that we were there,
our sales rebounded to normal levels. Next year
we’ll strike the tent each night and take it with us
(extra work we never used to do).
We continue to do Rides by appointment at our
Airbase on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays.
We are running into to weather and pilot
availability problems, but there is apparently a
very large pent-up demand for Rides, likely from
folks who have been cooped-up from COVID and
are finally getting out.

One of our newest Rides
Crew
Member,
Jim
Stearns, did 5 Mustang
Rides on Thursday, 19
AUG (4 were appointments and 1 was a “walk
up” sell) as he ran things whilst I played hooky at
the doctor’s office.
The planned off site events for Gilmer
County/Ellijay and Cobb County/McCollum
airports have both been postponed.
The next big Rides event will be during WWIIHD
on 9 Octobber.
The Rides Program is one of our primary means
of raising funds to continue our mission. If you
are interested in helping with the Rides Program
and “learning the ropes”, please reach out to Jim
or me. We’ve got a great group of folks helping
and there is a lot to do, so we can always use
more help.!
rides@airbasegeorgia.org
770-309-5584 (new Airbase Georgia Business cell
number)

Hoofer

Displeased with the fact that some
scoundrel absconded with our rides tent
the night before, Col Gerhard Frenz
displayed what would have been called
in Full Metal Jacket his “war face.”
The tent was borrowed from the
Minnesota Wing. Col Jim Stearns is on
the right; an unidentified Col from the
Minnesota Wing is on the left.
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Col Ivan John Basch, Jr., 80, of Griffin,
husband of Emily Sue Kaiser Basch, died
Monday, August 17, 2021 at Wellstar
Spalding Regional Medical Center.
Born in Winston Salem, NC, July 22, 1941,
he was a son of the late Ivan John Basch,
Sr. and Florrie Wallace Basch. Mr. Basch
attended Gordon Military College and
was a graduate of North Georgia College. He was retired from Pepsi
after nearly thirty years of service as a Safety Manager. He was a
member of the Commemorative Air Force in Peachtree City, where he
and close friends rebuilt WWII style airplanes. He is pictured to the
right working on one of the wings of a PT-19.
Funeral services were held on Thursday, August 19, from the Chapel of the Haisten McCullough Funeral
Home. Burial followed in Milner Baptist Church Cemetery. Pallbearers were Cols Jerome Klein, Joe Basilone,
Gerhard Frenz, Jim van der Heuvel, Jim Dalton, and Lee Weaver.
For online condolences please visit www.haistenmcculloughfuneralhome.com.
Haisten McCullough Funeral Home, 1155 Everee Inn Road, Griffin is in charge of arrangements. !

Cols, Update Your Member Information
Reminder: The updated Airbase Georgia Members area is
now accessible on our website. Please check your profile to
make sure we have the correct information for you. If the
information is correct no action is required. If you have to
update your information, enter the correct data once and
click SAVE. Our Adjutant and Recruiting Officer will
receive a notification.
The members area will allow you to stay updated with the
activities at the Wing, please make sure to check it out
weekly.
Here’s how you access the members area:
Visit http://members.dixiewing.org/
(1) Enter your Username: (your CAF Colonel #)
(2) Enter your Password: (your last name)
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Stearman Update

Progress is being made on
the Stearman, starting out
with some instruction by Col
Randy Hawkins as he
explains the Stewart
System of fabric covering.
https://stewartsystems.aero

Cols Jane Sampson & Frank Piasecki
carefully prepare the removal of the
fuel tank in the center wing section.
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Stearman Update (cont.)

With the removal of the fuel
tank, Cols (L – R) Malcolm
Lelliott, Mike Lamble, and
Frank Piasecki are able to
thoroughly inspect the center
section of the upper wing.

Cols Robyn Rosenzweig, Jane Simpson, and Robin O’Reilly work on the tail section.
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Cols Jane Simpson,
Lorraine Deloach, and
Robyn Rosenzweig.

Cols and Robyn Rosenzweig and Lorraine Deloach show that WE CAN DO IT!
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AIM Tour
In late July the Airbase was host to a tour from the Aviation Institute of Maintenance, and as
expected, our Cols gave a first-class tour for these students. Photos are by Col Charles Burcher.

Cols Willard Womack
and Randy Hawkins
provided some
background about the
Commemorative Air
Force and the role of
Airbase Georgia in
keeping these historic
planes flying.

Col Womack discusses what the students really want to know about … our airplanes.

August 2021
AIM Tour (cont.)

Cols Willard
Womack and
Randy under the
nose of our
Corsair.

Col Hawkins explains the
controls that go to our
LINK Trainer
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Santa is coming …How about you?

Dixie Wing Annual
Christmas Party
and Awards
Ceremony
Sunday, December 12

From Executive Officer
Col Jerry Robinette
I know it may be a bit early to start thinking about Christmas
but, on the other hand, it is almost here. Therefore, I want to
officially announce plans for our annual Christmas Dinner and
Awards Ceremony which, unfortunately, had to be cancelled last
year for reasons of which we are all very well-aware.
We have celebrated Christmas with dinner at The Loft for the
last several years and although the Loft has done a fantastic job
of hosting us, we just thought it was time to try something new. After a diligent search for a venue which
we felt would be an enjoyable and rewarding experience for everyone, we settled on the Ballroom at Flat
Creek Country Club. This is a beautiful facility, very easy to get to, plenty of parking, great chef and we
feel that it is a perfect place to celebrate another year of the successful operation of the former Dixie Wing
and the transition to Airbase Georgia. Even with the challenges of Covid, we have managed, due to the
hard work of all our members, to provide a safe and productive environment that we can all be proud to
be a part of.
Effective 01 September, we will begin taking reservations for the dinner and awards ceremony. Cost of the
dinner is $42 per person. As in the past, we will have a sign-up sheet available in the Administrative
Office. Payment will be accepted by cash, check or credit card. In addition, this year you will have the
option of conveniently making your reservation and payment on-line with your credit card. To access online payment, simply go to the Airbase Georgia website, click on MEMBERS at the top of the page and
enter your login information. That will take you to the DASHBOARD page where you will see
PAYMENTS. Click on PAYMENTS and you will see the option to make reservations and payments for the
Christmas Dinner.
If you should have questions regarding the Christmas Dinner, please contact either myself or Merikay
Franklin.
Will look forward to seeing everyone at Flat Creek Country Club on the 12th of December at 1700.
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Development Officer Update
Col Chris Madrid
As Development Officer, one of my priorities is to support member engagement and
project success by assisting members in building plans and teams to implement and
sustain their individual projects. Together we can demonstrate to the business, civic
and education communities that the CAF Airbase Georgia is a resource that impacts
the quality of life in Fayette County and throughout Georgia. Establishing a positive
reputation, track record and relationship building are key to all future fundraising
success.

Preparation, Persistence and Prudence
2021 has so far provided CAF Airbase Georgia
with many wins that are the result of teamwork
and persistence; airshow sales, rides and
membership growth are all exceeding
expectations.
Briefing room repairs and
renovation are on track to host our first rental
in September, “Keep ‘em Flying” 1940s Hangar
Dance Dinner Dance and Fundraiser and WWII
Heritage Days. Our friends in Georgia tourism
are promoting our facility.
The COVID-19 Delta variant has disrupted many
business and back to school plans as leaders
juggle priorities. For CAF Airbase Georgia staff,
safety is always a consideration in planning for
public events at our facility. Program and
project plans for rentals and hosting events
follow guidance by Governor Kemp, Georgia
Tourism and staff caution. Both the dance and
WWII Heritage Days plans include “Go-No
Dates” with a decision to proceed based on the
most current guidance. In the meantime, the
Hangar Dance and WWIIHD teams are carefully
planning and preparing to celebrate the 1940s
and salute the Greatest Generation.
As I write this report, we have sold 127 tickets
or 30% of our available seats. Over 80% of
customers are non-members, with several table
purchases pending. In the previous five years
we hosted the dance, we sold out the dance in
less than six weeks. This year the team decided

to separate the dance and make WWII Heritage
Days a one-day event with the goal of reducing
cost and effort. ”Keep ‘em Flying” is the only
1940s-theme dance in the Atlanta in 2021. We
have sold $12,000 in dance tickets and WWII
Heritage Days tickets and sponsorships.
Advertising and media releases are planned for
the next four weeks.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Members can support the dance by purchasing
their member tickets at:
https://www.wwiidays.org/shop/.
We also
encourage members to invite friends to
purchase tickets or tables. Note: The $50
member coupon code will be distributed by
Hotline on Aug 25th
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Dave Riesselman and Peter Haugue pressure
wash chairs in preparation for hangar rentals.

!
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Development Officer Update (cont.)

Hangar Rental Prep
In past years hangar rentals generated over $30,000
in much needed revenue to support our restoration
and maintenance efforts. Events are also a valuable
source for members and potential donors. On Aug
14th Dave Riesselmann, Steve Hoofnagle, Peter
Hauge and Dave Richardson pressure washed the
chairs to prep for our reopening. Please contact
Hangar Rental Officer Dave Riesselmann if you are
interested in assisting with the profitable program.
Also, please pass on rental leads to Dave,
facilityrentals@airbasegeorgia.org.

CAF Airbase Georgia Transition Update:
Logo, Warbird T-shirts, and Uniform Shirts

Stearman Restoration Project
The project team will meet immediately
following the Sept 4th Member Meeting. If you
are interested in joining the team, please contact
Project
Manager
Jeff
Clark,
Jeffrey.clark@gmail.com
COMMUNITY OUTREACH
•

•
•

Our new logo was announced July 3rd. The logo
will be added to our marketing materials and
merchandise over the new few months.
If you would like to purchase or customize a
new CAF Airbase Georgia polo shirt, local
business Uniforms for America can sew “Airbase
Georgia” and your name onto an existing CAF
Dixie Wing shirt. Polo shirts are also available
through the CAF website.
Members
representing CAF Airbase Georgia at airshows
and other public events are expected to wear a
CAF Airbase Georgia shirt.
Uniforms for
America is located at 135 Huddleston Road,
Peachtree City. Phone: 770-632-0253.
CAF Airbase Georgia warbird t-shirts are
available for purchase through the PX.

Peachtree City Convention & Visitors Bureau –
Our partners at the CVB have generously utilized
a tourism grant to advertise CAF Airbase
Georgia, “Keep ‘em Flying” 1940s Hangar Dance
and WWII Heritage Days.
Business After Hours – We are hosting the
Fayette Chamber Business After Hours on Nov
18th. In addition to chamber members, we can
expect civic leaders and faculty and staff of
Fayette County Public Schools. Please let Dave
Riesselman or I know if you are interested in
volunteering for the event.

!
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Development Officer Update (cont.)

•

•

Recruiting & Retention – We have recruited
over 36 new members in 2021. Our next Virtual
Recruiting Open House is scheduled for Sept 15,
7pm EST. If you know a potential recruit, please
contact Jim Dalton (lawdalton@aol.com) or Dave
Serafin (dserafin58@comcast.net).
Hangar Tours – Effective Dec 9, 2020, the hangar
is advertised as closed to the general public. In
the meantime, members are welcome to host
friends and family members. if you provide a
tour, please
use best your judgement in
protecting yourself and don’t forget to ask our
guest to consider making a donation.

•

Fayette County and Forsyth County Schools –
COVID as stalled school reopening, but we have
discussing various projects, to include career
exploration connection with the US Air Force
and other aerospace employers
We are also
reaching out to all 13 high schools in Georgia
with Aviation and Maintenance pathways. Our
education outreach is critical to connecting with
foundations and employers that might support
our restoration mission.

•

CEC College & Career Academy
Aircraft
Walkaround Series – We have struck a
partnership with Central Education Center
(CEC), a College & Career Academy located in
Newnan, GA, to create an aircraft walk-around
segments by working with one of Georgia’s most
respected college and career academies
Broadcast Video Production Classes. The
segments will be professionally produced and
available for our use on an ongoing basis, i.e.,
posted on our website for distribution to high
school aviation students, JRTOC, etc. The
program kick-off has been delayed until the
2021-2022 school year due to COVID-19.

•

Docent Program - A visit to the hangar is a
powerful recruiting tool and introduction to
potential donors. Education Officer Rick Kaczor
is working with Willard Womack to review the
guidelines and determine how we might
repurpose the info for our use in the future. If
you are interested in volunteering as a docent,
please contact Education Officer Rick at
richard.kaczor@und.edu.

•

Website - We have added a new Education tab
on www.airbasegeorgia.org. The tab includes
info for scheduling a tour, requesting access to
the WWII Home Front lesson plan program and
the Living Aviation History Day guest speaker
series.

EDUCATION & MUSEUM OUTREACH
•

•

•

80th Anniversary Pearl Harbor Commemoration
and University Partnerships – We are working
with Kennesaw State University Museum of
History and Holocaust Education (MHHE), FDRs
Little White House and the Georgia WWII
Heritage Trail to create an 80th Anniversary
Pearl Harbor Commemoration program, Dec 411, 2021. The SBD and Kate will be featured in
the
program.
Georgia World War Heritage Trail – The Heritage
Trail is one of only four World War II Trails in
the nation and will be promoted domestically
and internationally by Explore Georgia, the
tourism division of the Georgia Department of
Economic Development, through their website
ExploreGeorgia.org, media outreach and sales
efforts. The partnership is planning a series of
events that will increase awareness of CAF
Airbase Georgia. Souvenir Trail Passports will
be provided to visitors when we fully reopen. All
members are welcome to visit the trail website
at https://www.georgiawwiitrail.org/

!
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Development Officer Update (cont.)

picked up the Stuart Airshow (Nov). The Corsair
is also scheduled for Norfolk (Sept) and Rome
(Oct).

Honoring the Past, Planning for the Future,
GSU Intern
As mentioned in my previous reports, Rick
Kaczor is leading a Museum Refresh Project in
anticipation of our Fall Opening. Peter Hague
has joined the effort by prepping the museum.
The concept is to reorganize the museum
exhibit displays around themes that link our
aircraft to classroom learning objectives.
A Georgia State University Graduate Research
Assistant in Public History, with the support of
GSU faculty, will work with the Museum Refresh
Team and provide us with a strategy, guidance,
and written plans to support our refresh and
long-term efforts. The intern will work 10-15
hours week, September 2021-May 2022. Please
contact Rick if you are interested in
volunteering, richard.kaczor@und.edu.

2021 Airshow & Rides Schedule
Aug 28 – Georgia Mountain Warbird Weekend –
Postponed until April 2022
Sept 17-19 - Norfolk, VA -Navy Legacy Flight
(Corsair)
Oct 9 - WWII Heritage Days Rides Day
Oct 14-17 - FL International Airshow (FG1D,
SBD)
Oct 29-31 - Navy Legacy Flight (Corsair)
Nov 3-5 - Delta Air Lines Veteran's Day
Nov 12-14 – Stuart Airshow
Nov 11-14 - TRARON Formation Clinic

•

Aircraft Rides - Effective March 6th, aircraft rides
are reopened for business, and we now have a
rides backlog. Good news is Jim Stearns has
joined the rides team. If you are interested in
assisting with the rides program, please contact
Rides
Officer
Steve
Hoofnagle
at
rides@airbasegeorgia.org.

•

Social Media - Facebook and Instagram are
critical to CAF Airbase Georgia rides, airshow
sales and fundraising efforts. We are targeting
history and aviation buffs in the Atlanta DMA
with the goal of increasing awareness of Airbase
Georgia. Advertising for our 1940s Hangar Dance
fundraiser and WWII Heritage Days began in
August and will continue into late September.
We have exceeded 38,000 Facebook followers
and look to reach 40,000 followers in January
2022.

GSU Graduate Research Assistant Museum
Project Scope of Work;
•
•
•
•

Exhibit design strategy aligned with the Post
Pandemic Refresh plan
Artifact inventory plan to be executed by GRA
with CAF Dixie Wing volunteers
SOPs for ongoing inventory management by
volunteer staff
Recommendation
for
digital
collection
management system for continuity

GSU Intern Donation Update – The cost to
onboard the GSU intern is $4,092 to benefit
to the Georgia State University Research
Foundation. Two members have generously
funded the project.

AIRSHOWS & FUNDRAISING
•

Airshow Sales -Airshow Marketing Officer Clint
Cottrell and team continue to develop
opportunities. The Georgia Mountain Warbird
Weekend planned for Aug 28th has been
postponed until April 2022, however we have
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How you can help: Share an Airbase Georgia post
with your friends and pass on photos and videos
you want to share with our social media
marketing
partner
Kevin
McNulty
at
kevin@netweaveonline.com. You can also text
photos to 941-737-8575.

!
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The Peachtree City Convention and Visitors
Bureau, chamber of commerce and other
businesses are promoting the dance. You
can help make the dance successful by
posting on your Facebook page and inviting
friends to buy a table or ticket.

If texting videos, try to keep them under 30
seconds long. Longer and your phone may
compress the image which degrades the
video quality.

Members are eligible for $50 tickets, max 2
tickets per member. Tickets for the public are
$100 effective Aug 1, however we are extending
a $25 affinity discount to fellow chamber
members and Falcon Field tenants. Pass the
word! All tickets must be purchased online.
Reserved tables also are available.
For
questions, please contact Ticket Coordinator
Lorraine
Deloach,
lorrainedeloachcaf@gmail.com.
WWIIHD Sponsorship –If you are
interested in supporting the event,
please contact me.

•

WWII Heritage Days (Oct 9) – On May 5th we
announced WWII Heritage Days. WWIIHD is our
annual open house where many people meet the
CAF for the first time. Our 2021 theme will
combine a Stearman Fly-in and a Tribute to
Rosie the Riveter.
Thanks to Stearman
Restoration Project Manager Jeff Clark WWIIHD
was featured in the Fall edition of Stearman
Restorers Association magazine. Our goal is to
host 20+ warbirds and transform the event into
an annual fly-in. Warbird Rides will be heavily
promoted in advance. wwiidays.org and online
registration are now live. So far over 20
organizations and 100 volunteers have so far
registered. We have also distributed a media
release announcing sponsorship opportunities.

•

Keep ‘em Flying 1940s Hangar Dance (Sept 25,
6pm-11pm EST) ticket sales are now live. The
dance is a fundraiser for CAF Airbase Georgia.
The event also allows us to connect with aviation
enthusiasts, history buffs and local businesses.

•

Upcoming Meetings: and Sept. 7 and Sept. 21. An
All-Hands Meeting is planned for Sept 11 in the
Briefing Room.
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1940s Hangar Dance and WWIIHD yard signs
courtesy of Mike McGowan are available at the
hangar in the AV closet.

PROGRAM COORDINATION
•

CAF Development Team – Members interested in
assisting in fundraising are invited to join the
CAF Airbase Georgia Development Team Zoom
Meeting Sept 8, 7pm EST. Jane Simpson, Steve
Forsyth, Rick Kaczor, Philip Beegle, and Jim van
den Heuval have so far joined the effort. We are
developing a list of small grants opportunities, to
include the Georgia Humanities Council and
Explore Georgia. Please contact me if you are
interested in joining the Development Team,
chris.madrid@airbasegeorgia.org

•

Dispatch - The Dispatch is the primary
communications tool for keeping members up to
date. All members are encouraged to read the
Dispatch. Dispatch Editor Frank Kalinowski is
seeking articles from members.
All 2021
editions of Dispatch are posted on the CAF
Airbase
Georgia
website
https://airbasegeorgia.org/newsletter/

•
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Marketing & Fundraising Ops Team - The
mission of the team is to coordinate plans for
promoting the wing fundraising and education
outreach programs and look for ways to
encourage other members to participate in wing
projects. Next Meeting: Sept 15, 7pm EST.
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ON THE HORIZON ......
September 4

10am Staff Meeting; 1pm Airbase members meeting

September 25

1940s Hangar Dance

October 2

10am Staff Meeting; 1pm Airbase members meeting

October 9

WORLD WAR II HERITAGE DAYS

November 6

10am Staff Meeting; 1pm Airbase members meeting

November 12-13 Stuart, FL Airshow
December 12

Airbase Georgia Christmas Party

PLANE CRAZY
Another
example
of
some
homemade transportation for those
who like to “fly” down the
highway.
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